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potentialities of life up to the day on which he
was born.

The question is how to picture this little animal
of almost infinite possibilities so that he shall live
in the memory of men as an individual and, at the
same time, as a symbol or type.

Let us see what the past can teach us. There are
three biographies superior to all others. One is
the life of Jesus, as told in the Gospels; the second
the life of Socrates, as told in the "Memorabilia"
of Xenophon and the dialogues of Plato; and the
third is BosweH's llLife of Johnson."

The biography given in the Gospels for the
moment can be left out of consideration, except
just to note that his biographers have tried to
represent Jesus as almost without faults or frail-
ties, whether of temper or temperament, or limi'
Utions, whether of capacity or of experience. At
the same time they have preserved certain sayings
which show astonishing spiritual intuition and
sweet-thoughted wisdom.

Almost the same thing is true of the life of
Socrates as depicted by Xenophon, and especially
by Plato. Xenophon, it is true, does give a few
details about his life, tells us how he went bare'
foot cheerfully, even talks with admiration of his
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